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Research Questionnaires for Annotating Sources 
 
This source analysis packet will help you organize, analyze, and apply the research you've 
gathered for the Belongingness Project. 
 
Your packet will be evaluated for source credibility, quality, relevance, timeliness, and 
topic coverage (e.g. unique information not covered by other sources). Good research 
accounts for every source’s message, examples/evidence, and context (Who is saying what to 
whom? Why? Where? How? When?). Your answers to each question should be as thorough and 
thoughtful as possible. 

It’s a good idea to gather a variety of sources, e.g. newspapers, magazines, scholarly 
publications, government documents, civic resources, personal interviews, etc. Each source 
should answer different research questions or offer a unique perspective not already 
represented by other sources. 

 
Directions: Complete 5 questionnaires for 5 unique sources. Each source questionnaire should 
contain the following: 

1. High-quality, representative sources that provide different perspectives and/or 
information relevant to your selected community and topic.  

2. Thoughtful and complete answers pasted beneath each of the 8 analysis questions. 
3. Properly formatted citation in APA, MLA, or Chicago style for each of your five sources. 

 
Analysis questions 

[Insert citation] 

1. Describe the source type and its purpose. Is this a peer-reviewed study, an editorial, a 
magazine article, a government document, and interview, a video, or something else? If 
it’s an interview, what was your objective in interviewing this individual? 

2. Evaluate the credibility of this source (author, publisher, currency, quality of sources etc.-
-refer to CRAAP test ). 

3. Provide an objective one-paragraph summary of this source.  
4. Describe the research question(s) this source answers for you.  
5. Write down specific piece of evidence (or quote) that you think will be useful to your 

project. Explain why.  
6. List any vocabulary and/or concepts that were important for understanding this source.  
7. How does this source address its own limitations (or opposing views) related to the topic?  
8. What new questions do you have after reading/analyzing this source? 

https://guides.lib.uchicago.edu/c.php?g=1241077&p=9082343
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