
                          Florida Dolphins and Law School Sharks


There are military families, whose halls are lined with dusty photos of dead warriors.  

There are artist families, whose rooms are filled with paintings and posters of past 

glories.  And then there are the Schlossbergs…


“My father went to law school, my sister is in law school, my uncles are lawyers, my 

grandfather is a lawyer, all my cousins are in law school… If your don’t go to law school 

you’re not a Schlossberg.”  (Don’t mess with this family.)  She has a two year old 

brother, and said her father crooned at him to go to sleep, saying “You’ll get good 

grades, then go to law school, and then you’ll be president.”


Lea doesn’t look like a lawyer.  A surfer or maybe a volleyball player, or maybe a 

sunscreen model.  Her early life fits those roles more than the world of law. She was 

raised on Anna Maria Island, a narrow seven mile stretch of beach off the coast of 

Florida. She roamed with her best friend, her older sister, playing in the surf.  She swam 

with dolphins and manta rays.  “I had an amazing childhood. I didn’t wear shoes till I 

was twelve.” 


Balancing her outdoor life was her reading and artwork and her Judaism. When she 

wasn’t outside she always had a book in her hand.


“My dad told me there were three most important days in my life: the day I got 

batmitzvahed, the day I passed the bar, and the day I had kids.”  Studying Judaism  for 

her  batmitsvah was “the first time I worked hard for something.” She was the only 



Jewish person in her high school.  Going then to Hebrew school 3 days a week for 

three years, learning the history of Judaism and what people had endured made her 

grateful for the life she has. 


Her father’s insistence on his daughters becoming lawyers was motivated by a desire 

to protect them, according to Lea. He said if you had a law degree and your marriage 

didn’t work out “ you’d still be OK.”  


Although Lea’s parents strongly encouraged her to get good grades, after a while they 

didn’t have to.  “I wanted to get all A’s. My father eventually said ‘It’s been a hard year. 

It’s all right to get a B.’ It’s not alright with me, I told him. I have to get all A’s!”   Her 

father eventually said you don’t have to go to law school, but she’d already decided 

she wanted to go.


The death of her grandfather, from complication of Covid and a broken hip, traumatized  

Lea in part because she and her family couldn’t be at his bedside.  She had to watch 

behind a glass barrier. It put her in touch with mortality. She also has gotten more 

involved with global awareness after seeing documentaries about the failed revolution 

in Egypt in 2011 and the Ukrainian current war.


Lea’s becoming Student Council President is emblematic of her strong will.  “I was very 

determined.”  In the seventh grade her ninth grade sister told her of all the fun events 

scheduled by the Student Council. She decided that “I’m going to be on Student 



Council.”  She announced to her father that “When I’m a senior I’m going to be 

President of Student Council.” She started first as a low level helper then the next year 

became a publicist. The following year as a junior she applied to be president, but lost, 

as it was a senior position. She then applied and won as the secretary. Her senior year 

she ran unopposed.  “They said who is going to run against Lea?” Student Council 

became a group of her friends, although she was definitely the boss.  “How was I to 

have a great senior year if I wasn’t the one in charge of it?”


When it came time to choose a college she had her father wanting her to go to his alma 

mater, and the other easy choice to follow her sister’s instate school.  Lea has a special 

deep relationship with her older sister.  They look like twins, have similar hobbies and 

play similar sports.  However Lea sometimes felt that she was in her sister’s shadow, 

being called affectionately by friends the ”mini-Schloss.” “It wasn’t a bad shadow to be 

in, but no one wants to live in a shadow.” She therefore chose to go out of state.  She 

fell in love with Boulder when she saw the mountains, deciding to go there while on the 

plane. “It was almost an out of body experience.”  She loved the beauty and the 

chance to establish herself as her own person. She chose to be a poly-sci major rather 

than pre-law, thinking “why be bored twice.”


She’s not sure what kind of law she wants to practice. She divides law into “sad 

law”,involving families, and environmental law, which she finds more interesting. She 

remains practical, noting that there’s not much opportunity in environmental law 

financially, and “I want money.”




Lea is optimistic about the future. She believes that “Each generation is getting better 

and better. I have hope.”


 (I have hope too, but keep thinking of Prospero’s “Tis new to thee.”


                                                                                                Michael Perlman 


